By Amelia Robinson
Staff Writer

Maybe it’s time to intro-
duce a whip into your rela-
tionship.

Laura Sizemore and long-
time boyfriend Judd Bak-
er did, but it’s not what you
may think.

“You said you wanted
to whip each other,” Bak-
er joked, flicking a kanga-
roo hide whip between boxes
and toward Sizemore, who
was well out of reach.

Neither walked away with
a lash mark.

The adventure-seeking
Fairborn couple got an intro-
duction to the bullwhip
recently at the Whip Artistry
Studio in Jamestown.

For nearly an hour, they
cracked the whip at the stu-
dio operated by Whip Mas-
ter Gery L. Deer.

The studio, which offers
weekly and group lessons, is
promoting bullwhip lessons
as Valentine gifts or dates.

The lesson provided the
something different Size-
more and Baker sought.

“When you've been togeth-
er as long as we have, you
have to try new things,” Size-
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more said, smiling. “We're all
about competing with each
other.”

Couple whip lessons start
at $50. Individual lessons are
also $50 an hour. Catered
dinners can be arranged for
an additional fee.

Baker met Deer through
a local business-networking
group and found his business
intriguing. He said it could
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also be fun for a couple’s
night out.

“You get to the point
where you are going to a din-
ner and movie every time,”
Baker said.

Deer said there are seri-
ous misconceptions when it
comes to the whip. “Most
people think it is a danger-
ous tool, but it’s not,” he
said, adding that it has his-

ally been used to signal
cattle and people, and not
2 torture device.
Ilkn whistling for your

g,” he said.

Deer compared the skills
needed to learn whip artistry
to the finesse and movement
precision needed for ball-
room dancing. Now 40, he’s
been honing his craft since
age 12.

He said hul}\'\ h]pb make a
crack noise
can break the sound bdmen

For more infor-
mation, go online to
www.thewhipstudio.com or
call (937) 902-48
Contact this reporter at (937) 225-

2384 or arobinson@DaytonDaily
News.com.

3> See a video of

Deer at work at
DaytonDailyNews.com
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